
THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 5. JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Sec. 1.  JUDICIAL POWER; COURTS IN WHICH VESTED.  The judicial power of this State shall be
vested in one Supreme Court, in one Court of Criminal Appeals, in Courts of Appeals, in District 
Courts, in County Courts, in Commissioners Courts, in Courts of Justices of the Peace, and in such 
other courts as may be provided by law.

The Legislature may establish such other courts as it may deem necessary and prescribe the jurisdiction
and organization thereof, and may conform the jurisdiction of the district and other inferior courts 
thereto. 

...

Sec. 23.  SHERIFFS.  There shall be elected by the qualified voters of each county a Sheriff, who shall 
hold his office for the term of four years, whose duties, qualifications, perquisites, and fees of office, 
shall be prescribed by the Legislature, and vacancies in whose office shall be filled by the 
Commissioners Court until the next general election.  

(Amended Nov. 2, 1954, and Nov. 2, 1993.)


